from the

Savannah River Site

Primary Media Contact: DOE Media Contact
Lindsey MonBarren Julie Petersen
Savannah River Nuclear Solutions 803.952.7690
803.952.8053 julie.petersen@srs.gov

lindsey.monbarren@srs.gov

For Immediate Release

SRS sees TRU success in FY24

AIKEN, S.C., (November 14, 2024) — The Solid Waste Management Facility (SWMF) at the
Savannah River Site (SRS) saw a large reduction of transuranic (TRU) waste in fiscal year 2024
(FY24), achieving the highest volume of TRU waste shipped out of state by the facility in the
past 10 years.

SWMEF is responsible for the disposition of SRS’ solid wastes, which include sanitary,
construction and demolition, hazardous, low-level radioactive and TRU wastes. Hazardous
waste, which is any toxic, corrosive, ignitable, or chemically reactive material that could affect
human health or the environment, is routinely shipped off-site to commercial facilities for
treatment and disposal. This includes TRU waste, which is shipped to the Waste Isolation Pilot
Plant (WIPP) in New Mexico for permanent disposition.

“WIPP opened in 1999, but SRS started managing radioactive waste when the Site began
operations in the 50s,” said Solid Waste Programs Manager Kerri Crawford for the Site’s
management and operations contractor, Savannah River Nuclear Solutions (SRNS). “When
WIPP opened, we started shipping TRU waste as fast as the WIPP receipt schedule allowed.
Meanwhile, we were also receiving new TRU waste from ongoing operations that had to wait for
its scheduled shipment dates. When WIPP experienced an unplanned shut down, we hadn’t
finishing shipments of our backlog of legacy TRU waste. Working closely with WIPP, we were
able to make significant progress on that backlog over the past 10 years.”

During that time, SWMF has reduced the total volume of TRU waste at the facility by 66%, from
approximately 746 cubic meters down to 256 cubic meters. In FY24, the facility shipped the
highest volume of TRU waste to WIPP compared to the prior 10 years, with 150 cubic meters
shipped. This is approximately 30 cubic meters more than the second highest year in 2022.


mailto:julie.petersen@srs.gov

NEWS fI’OITI SRS U.S. Department of Energy * Aiken * SC 29808

E o
o

W MR S S NI =S 7

1998 SN Bwss 2aivy i, SN ] » o
> 1 WV, : ~ P .-' / L./ SRS g
3\\ 2@::3!5%%? . S0 K N s

N7 S 'A &=/
G IS - iy

.“e’ 4

TRU drum storage in the Solid Waste Management Facility in 1998 before WIPP opened (left) and in
2024 (right).

“SRNS is committed to making the world safer, which involves ensuring that transuranic waste
is properly handled, stored and dispositioned,” said SRNS President and CEO Dennis Carr.
“This past year's accomplishments in SWMF are a testament to this commitment and to the
hard work and collaboration between WIPP and SRNS employees.

TRU waste typically consists of protective clothing, tools, rags, equipment and miscellaneous
items contaminated with small amounts of plutonium and other heavy elements.

SRS made DOE Complex history in 2012, when it made three TRU waste shipments on the same day,
using three different shipping containers. The three trucks transporting TRU waste (from left) used
TRUPACT-IIl, RH-72-B and TRUPACT-II containers.
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